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CHANGES IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION OF THE BULGARIAMN

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC AFTER 9 SEPTEMEER 19LL

Zeo ‘ a [Geog}apny], , _ Aloka:hdur Kyurkchiev
Vo , No 5, May 1956, ' .
Sofia, Pages 5 - 8

I

The #rg;t transformation of the political, cultural, and
economic life 6f the country after 9 Soptemberil9hh‘also touchoé
the sdministrative territorial division of Eulgaria. This is
evidenced by the numerous changes in and the reshaping of adminis-

trative units.

The.establishment in December 19%ul of Fernik Okoliya, the
establishment in 1945 of Pavlikeni, Toprlovgrad, and Tsarevo (now
Michurin) Okoliyas, tha a11miqation in 1947 of the then oblast
divisions and their replacement witﬁ okoliya divisions, the divilion
of the country inte okoi;yns in 1949, the elimination of Zlatograd
Okuliya and the establishment of Madan Okoliya in 1952, the elimina-

t:-n of Godech, Breznik, and Sofia rural okoliyss on 1 Jamary 1956,

+

.0 ustablishment of Vélingrad, Svoge, and Slivnitsa okeliyas, and
..1 transfer of the seat of Nikopol Okoliyas to Gulyantsi village
£ . indications that the administrative change is of a new kind,
& il 15 adapting itself incressingly to the changes in the general

 life of the country.

Establishment and changes in the number of okrugs

On 9 September 1944 the country was found divided into 9
oblasts. In 1947 the oblast division was changed to the okoliys
division. Subsequently, however, it was noticed that this kind of

division, with its 102 okoliyas directly subordinate to the centrsl

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/04 : CIA-RDP81-00280R001300190008-1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/04 : CIA-RDP81-00280R001300190008-1

adainistrative organs, made the functions of leadershlp and control
in esrtain ceses Jiffic)t.  Tizl o wiy 0 C4 COpwmper uviy, the
Orand Pecple's Assembly voted for a special law wheraty the terri-
tory of the country was divided into 15 okrugs, e.e., Blagvevgrad,
Burges, Vidin, Vrstsa, Qorns Oryskhovitsa, Kolavovgrad, rleven,
Plowiiv, Ruse, Sofia Urban, Sofia kural, Stalin, Stars Zagors,

Khaskovo, and Yambol okrugs.

Thus the okrugs sppeer as links between the numercus okoliyas
and the central organs of the sdministration, and they help t0 solve,
without any obstacles, quickly, and effectively, all the protlems
of local and national character. The Vidin and Yambol okrugs were
eliminated in 195}, and their okoliyss were added administratively
to other okrugs =- those of the first olaug to Vratss Olrug, and
those of the second ons were distribtuted between Burgas and Stara

Zagors oxrugs.

During the same year the center of Gorne Oryakhovitsa Okrug
was traensiferred to Turnove city, &s & result of which it was renamsd

Turnovo Okrug. Thus by 1 January 1956, there were 13 ckrugs in the

country.

Changes in the number of urban okoliyas

On 9 September 19LL Bulgaria had the following 5 urban
okoliyas: Vurgas, Varna, Plowvdiv, Ruse, and Sofia. In 1947 two

more were added -- Pleven and Stara Zegora urban okeliyss =« tma

making a total of 7.
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In 1952 19 urban okoliyas were established, which increased
their number to 26. Alphabetically they sre as follows: Asenovgrad,
Blagoevgrad, Vidin, Vratsa, Gabrovo, Gorna Oryskhovitsa, Dimitrovgrad,
Dimitrovo, Kazanluk, Kolarovgrad, Kyustendil, Lom, Pazardghik, Sliven,
Stanke Dimitrov, Tolbukhin, Turnovo, Khaskovo, and Yambol Urban

okolliyas.

Corna Oryakhovitsa and Iom urban okoliyas were eliminated
in 1953. The same year, Kurdshall Okoliys was established. Thus

the mumber of urtan okoliyas decressed to 25.

Changes in the number of urban okoliyss were put to an end
with the law of 1955, according to which Asenovgrad, Blagoevgrad,
Vidin, Xyustendil, and cStenke Dimitrov urban okoliyss were elimi-
nated. By the same law Malko Turnove and Hichurin city people's
soviets were plsced directly under the jurisdiction of Burgsas Okrug

people's soviet, thus becoming urban okoliyas, reporting to an okrug.

Thus after all the changes were sccomplishsd, the number of

urban okoliyas in Bulgaria on 1 January 1956 was 22.

It must be noted however, that these urban ckoliyas, in
terms of area and villages they contained, are far larger than the
former ones, since in accordance with the 1955 law, villages were
added to almost all of them from the rural okoliyas to which they
formerly belonged. Thus Sofia Urban Okoliya increased by over 30
villages, Cabrovo and Toltukhin by about 20, Dimitrovgrad, Kasanluk,
Pleven, Stara Zagora, and Yambol by 10 to 15, etc. However, there
were certein urban okoliyss such &s Purgas, Pazardshik, Stalin

Khaskovo, snd others, which remgined unchanged, keeping the.r old

constituent parts.
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Changes in the mumber of rural okoliyas

Un 9 uveptember 1l9%ui the number of rural okoliyase was 91.

In Decembar 194l Pernik Okoliya was established. it was
composed of 26 settlements -- one city and 25 villages == which
were taken as follows: from Sciia Rural Okoliya, Pernik city and
15 villages; from Radomir Okoliys, 6 villages; and from Presnik
Ckoliya, 2 villages. Thus, the number of rural ckoliyas reached $2.

Three other okoliyas were established in 1945. These were
(1) Pavlikeni Okoliya with 24 settlements -~ one city and 23 villages
~- taken as follows: from Turncvo Ukoliya, Favlikeni and 15
villages; from Sevlievo Ckoliys, 5 villages; and from Svishtov
Okoliya, 3 villsges; (ii) Topolovgrad Okoliya with 20 settlements --
one clty and 19 villages -- taken as follows: Ifrom Klkhovo Okoliys,
Topolovgrad cilty and 12 villages; from Xharmanli Ckoliya, L villages;
from Svilengrad Ckoliys, 2 villages; and from Nova Zagora Ukoliya,
one viliago; and (1ii) Tsarevo Okoliya with 1y settlements -~ 2
cities and 12 villages, taken as follows: from Malko Turnovo Okoliys,
Akhtopol and Tsarevo cities end 11 villages; and from Burgas Okoliya,

one village. Thus the number of thess okoliyas incressed to 95.

Zlatograd Okoliya was eliminated in 1952. Simultsaneocusly
Madan Okoliya was established with 80 settlemsnts -~ one city, 18
villages, and 61 hamlets, taken as follows: irom Smolyan Okoliya,
SL4 settlements; from Ardino Okoliye, 17 settlements; and from the

former Zlatograd Ukoliya, one city and 8 settlements.
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In accordance with the 1955 law, 7 okoliyss were eliminated,
namely: Eresznik (which was added to Dimitrovo Okcliys), Gabrovo
Rural Okoliys (which was added to Cabrovo Urban Okoliya), Codech,
Malko Turnovo, Michurin, Plovdiv Rural, and Sofia Rural okoliyas.

Five new okoliyas were established by the ssme law. Velingrszd
Okoliya was establishsd on the territory of the southern part of
Pazardshik Okoliya. It consists of one city, 6 villages, and 17
hamlets, or in all 2i settlements, grouped in one city people's

soviet and 7 village people's soviets.

First Plovdiv Okoliya was established on the area of the
western part of the former Plovdiv Rural Okoliya. It consists of
4B villages and 2 hamlets, or in all 50 settlements, grouped in 29

village moviets.

Second Plovdiv okoliya was established on the srea of the
eastern part of the former Plovdiv hural Ckoliya. It consists of

Su villages, grouped into 33 village soviets.

Svoge Okoliya was established on the eres of the northern
psrt of the former Sofia kural Okoliys, from which have been taken
9 village soviets with 34 villages; on the territory of the northern
part of the former Godech Okoliya, from which were taken 5 village
soviets with 23 villages; and Vratsa Okoliya, from which were taken
one village soviet with 2 villages. Svoge Okoliya had, at the time
of its establishment, 15 village soviets in which were groupsd 59

villages.
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Slivnitea Okoliya wus established on the territory of the
southarn part of the former Godech Okoliya, from which were taken
6 village soviets with Ui, settlements; and on the western part of
the former Sofis Rural Okoliya, from which were taken 6 village
soviets with 16 settlements. Slivnitsa Okoliya had, at the time

of its eatablishment, 12 village soviets which included 60 settlsments.
Thus by )} Jamuary 1956 there were 93 of these okoliyas.

Administrative division of the Bulgarian People's Republic

Aftar the changes in the administrative division of the
Bulgarian People's hepublic were accomplishea during the period
19LL=1955, iis territory by 1 Jamuary 1956 was divided into 128
administrative units (see the administrative map of the Bulgarian
Yeople's Hepublic). These= consist of 13 okruge (one urban), 22
okoliyas and GNS (Cradski narodni suvetl, City People's Soviets)

under okrug jurisdiction, end 93 rural ckoliyas, as described below.

Blagoevgrad Okrug =-- consists of 5 okollyas: T[lagoevgrad,

Gotsa Delchev, retrich, Raslog, and Sandanski.

Burgas Okrug -- consists of 10 okoliyas {3 urben): Aytos,
Burgas Urban, Burgas fwral, Orudovo, Elkhovo, Kotel, Malko Turnovo

Urban (MTGNS), Michurin Urban {MONS), Polyanovgrad, and Pomorie.

Vratsa Okrug == consists of 10 okoliyas (one urban):
Belogradchik, Bela Slatina, Berkovitsa, Vidin, Vratsa Urban, Vratss

Rural, Kula, Lom, Mikhailovgrad, and Orekhovo.

Kolarovgrsd Okrug == conaists of 7 okoliyas (one urban;:

Kolarovgrad Urban, Xolarovgrad Rur.l, Novi Pasar, Cmurtag, Popovo,

Preslav, and Turgovishte.
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Pleven Olrup -- consists of £ okoliyss (one urban): Culyan,
Lovech, Lukovit, Fleven Urban, Pleven kural, Svishtov, Teteven,

and Troyan.

Plovdiv Olrug == conaists of 13 okoliyas (2 urban): Asenovgrad,
Velirgrad, Second Plowdiv Rural, Devin, lLevsklgrad, Pasardshik Ruresl,
Panagyurishte Peshtera, Plovdiv Urban, First Plovdiv Rural, Purvomsy,

and Smolysn.

kuse Okrug =-- consists of 9 okocliyas (ons urban): Delene,
Lulovo, Isperikh, Kubrat, hazgrad, huse irban, huse hural, oilistra,

and Tutrakan.

Sofia Urben Ckrug -- consists of only cone okoliya: sofia
Urban Okoliya (SCNS)}, having olaug rank, directly under the central
sdninistrative organs (unlike the other urban okoliyas and GN& which

are placed uncer okrugs).

Sofia Fural Ckrug =- consists of 13 okoliyass (one urban):
Botevgrad, Dimitrovo Urban, Dimitrovo Rural, Elin Penin, Ikhtiman,
Kyustendil, Pirdop, Ramodir, Samokov, Svoge, Slivnitsa, Stanke

Dimitrov, and Trun.

Stalin Okrug -- consists of 8 okoliyas (2 urban): Balchik,
General Toshevo, Provadiya, Stalin Urban, sStalin hural, Tervel,
Tolbukhin Urban, and Tolbukhin Rural.

Stars Zagors Okrug -- consists of 11 okoliyss (4 urban):
Kesanluk Urban, Xasanluk Kural, Stara Zagors Urban, Staras Zagoras
kural, Topolovgrad, Chirpan, Yambol Urban, Yambol kural, Novs

Zagora, 5liven urban, and Sliven hural.
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™MD e - ~iste of € okoliyaz {2 urban): Gabrovo
DAL N SN e w1 gaxOUYILER, LYYANRUW, &lsne, .svisswal

. avlievo, Turmr .2 uruan, and Turnevo Rural.

Khaskovo Okrug =-- consists of 12 okoliyss (3 urban): Ardino,
Dimitrovgrad Urban, lvaylovgrad, Krumovgrad, Xurdshsali irban,
Kurdshali Rural, Madan, Momchilgrad, Svilengrad, Kharmanli, Khaskovo

Urban and Khaskovo Rural.

0.
]
o

A careful comparison of the administrative map inciudod herein
with & similar map of before 9 September 1944, will reveal the

9]

following differences. ° . z

< °
o o s}

E On 9 Septemter 19uh, 9 villages were okoliya centers, namely :
Ardino, General Tos :evo, Oodach, Dulovo, Isperikh, Kubrat, Novosaltsi,
Sredets, and Teml vf’lhgou. ‘In 1949, Subrat village was declared
a clity, as » reault. of vhich thn mmber of villsge okoliys centers
decreased to 8. °In 1952, "Iadan was declared an okoliya center, but
ir. the f.ﬂlauing year, ‘the same village wae made & city. According
to the 1955 law, Godech ceued to be an okoliya center, but 3 other
villages be*m such - Gulyantsi, Svoge, and Slivnitsa villagu.

Thus,’ on 1 January 1956 the mmber of village okoliya centers was 10.

Afte~°9 Sep;.enbor 1944, 15 okrug and okoliya centers (cities
and villages) weare rapmd,o @h: Borisovgrad was rensmed Purvomsy,
Varna became Stalin, Gorns Dzhumayas became Blagosvgrad, Dobrich became
Tolbukhin, Dupnitaa became first Msrek and then Stanke Dimitrov,
Ksrlove becare Lavakiprud, Karnobat became Folyanovgrad, Nevrokop
becaas Cotse Dalchav, Nomaeltai village became Elin Pelin, Pernik
beca.s Dinmi‘. ovo, Svet!l Vrach became Sandanski, Sredets village
tecane Cruacvu, Ferdinsd became Mikhailovgrad, Tssrevo became

Micaurin, and Shumen br came holarovgrad.
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Twe new Bulgarian cities appesared on the hap: Velingrad
(formed by the merging of Kamenitss, Ludzhens, and Chepino villages),
and. Dimitrovgrad (formed by the merging of Meriyno, Kakovski, and

Chernok¢ nyovoe villages).

~ °n J September 19k, there were 20 cities which were not
ckoliya centers, namely: Akhtopol, Bansko, Bratsigovo, Vasovgrad,
Etropols, Zlatitaa;'xavlrnaj Kalofer, Klisura, Xneshs, Kop:ivahtitaa,
lLevski, Lyaskovets, Maritaa,_ He}.nik, Nesebur, Sozopol, Tryavna,
Ustovc, and Cherven Erysg. With the establishnent of Velingrsd and
Dimitrovo and ~t.ha.*;r rise to the rank of cities, the number of cities
which were not okoliya centers incressed to 22. In 1950, the number
rose to 23 when ;ﬁezdr#‘ village was made a city, 1In 1552, Dimitrovo
was estatlished as the center of an urban okoliya, and Zlatograd
ceased té be one. In accordance with the 1955 law, Velingrad became
an okorliyn center, while Ereznik and 'Hikopol ceased to be such.

Thus the number of cities which were not okoliya centers by 1 January

1956 was 24. ‘

The Law p:rtaining to the change in the constituency of certain
villags sriets, okoliyas, and olrugs in Bulgaria |

Tuvs law was adopted by the Second People's Assembly at its
12 Decamt 1955 acsaion. It was established with a view to provid-
ing great:- opportunities for the implementation of the most varied
local, okoliya, and okrug planning; cultural and economic enterprises;
and for better service to the populaiion on the one hand, and in
order 0 improve the leadership and control exerted by the local

state sdministrative organs and to reduce budget costs, on the other.
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The administrative changes envisazed by this law want into

effect on 1 January 1956.

The following changes took place in Bulgaria: 7 okoliyas
were eliminated; S okoliyas were newly established; 5 urban
okoliyas were eliminsted; one okoliya seats wes transferred; 319
village soviets were sliminated; 3% village soviets were newly
established} 51 settlements were merged; 33 settled plsces and
hamlets were elevated administratively; there were 11 cases of the
administrative transfer of settlements from one okrug into another;
there were 50 cases of the transfer of settlements from one to
another okoliya within the same okrug; and there were 112 cases of
the transfer of settlements from one village soviet intoc another
village soviet within the same okoliya. This law effected a
total of 629 sdministrative changes (the largest mumber of chenges

to be made since 9 September 1944 at any one time).

FIGURE CAPTIONS

{ Page 7 of original]
Administrative map of the Bulgarian People's Kepublic.

W Capital; wame- Okrug boundary;
® okrug center; —— okoliys boundaly;
* cokoliys center -- City; - - ---city okoliys boundary;
e okoliya center ~=- village; .... eses changes between 19L9-1GLt;
1 First Plovdiv Okoliya; 2 Second rlovdiv Ckoliyas.
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